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We have support to fit any instructional program and any schedule!

ACCELERATE LITERACY FOR ALL STUDENTS 

What Does ThinkCERCA Offer?
ThinkCERCA offers a one-stop shop for curriculum, instruction, and assessment.
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Introducing 
Foundational Reading & 

Linguistics



Ask Me Anything 



# 1
How do you mitigate pushback from teachers 
who feel that it’s demeaning to students to 
teach foundational reading above grade 6 
even though that is what they need?



Only  ⅓  of 8th Graders Read Proficiently



● Direct teaching of phonological skills (sound-symbol 

correspondence, fluent word recognition, and fluent text 

reading) UNTIL they become proficient readers and writers. 

● The most effective reading instruction includes DAILY 

practices of fluency, short practice drills of skills, repeated 

readings of text, alternate reading with a partner, 

simultaneous oral reading of easy material, and independent 

reading. 

Do Big Kids Really Need THIS??



Simple View of Reading
Gough and Tunmer 1986

Decoding
(word recognition)
Ability to transform 

print into spoken 
language

Language 
Comprehension

Ability to understand 
spoken language

Reading 
Comprehension



# 2
We have students in grades 6-12 that have 
gaps in the 5 pillars of reading. What are some 
strategies and resources that are 
age-appropriate and can be implemented 
within a regular ELA classroom?



Goal

To provide adolescent students with instruction related to phonetic
concepts and decoding that are age appropriate and in a manner which 

de-stigmatizes the need for foundational reading support. 

Provide instruction on Word 
Recognition strands of 

Scarborough's
Reading Rope.

Remove the stigma associated 
with being a struggling reader.



Foundational Reading & Linguists
A Linguist’s Approach

Phonology
Sound patterns & rules

Morphology
Word parts & word 

building

Syntax
Sentence 
structure

Semantics
Polysemy & 
vocabulary 

● Comprehensive resource that all 
non-reading teachers can easily use 

● Beneficial for any level of learner

● Fills gaps of those learning to decode

Pragmatics
Context & signal 

words



S C A R B O R O U G H ‘ S  ( 2 0 2 1 )

Reading RopeLanguage
Comprehension
Background Knowledge
(facts, concepts, etc.)

Vocabulary
(breadth, precision, links, etc.)

Language Structure
(syntax, semantics, etc.)

Verbal Reasoning
(inference, metaphor, etc.)

Literacy Knowledge
(print concepts, genres, etc.)

Word
Recognition
Phonological Awareness
(syllables, phonemes, etc.)

Decoding
(alphabetic principle, 
spelling-sound correspondence)

Sight Recognition
(of familiar words)

Skilled 
Reading

Fluent execution 
and coordination 

of word 
recognition and 

text 
comprehension.

The many
strands woven into 

Skilled Reading
K-2

3+

TYPICAL 
GRADE



# 2
Q: We have students in grades 6-12 that have gaps in the 5 
pillars of reading. What are some strategies and resources that 
are age-appropriate and can be implemented within a regular 
ELA classroom?

A: 
● Decoding: spelling rules, HF words, syllabication
● Vocabulary: morphology, affixes/roots, effective 

instruction
● Fluency: reading aloud, scooping
● Comprehension: read & review, summarizing, breaking 

down text



# 3
I am having trouble reaching my ELL population 
through ThinkCERCA. How can I help them using 
this program?





# 4
How can we best support learners who are 
struggling readers in our afterschool STEAM 
program?



Side-by-Side Lesson



Fluency Passage



●Saddleback Publishing

Decodable Readers for Teens

https://www.sdlback.com/solutions-for-tweens-grades-4-8/hi-lo-books


# 5
What are the 3 easiest and effective SOR 
strategies that content-area teachers (grades 
9-12) can immediately implement into their 
teaching pedagogy?



# 6
I’ve heard that practicing high-frequency 
words is helpful in increasing fluency, but I’m 
not sure how to teach them in an engaging 
way. One person said he made binders with 
lists of these words and practiced with the 
whole class orally. Does this sound right to 
you?



● 8 words account for 18% of all the words students use in their 

writing

● 25 words account for 33%

● 100 words for 50%

● 300 words for 65%

● 1000 words for 86%, 2,000 words for 95%

● 3,000 words for 97% 

It’s critical to prioritize high-frequency words in spelling and reading instruction. 

Fry, Fountoukidis, & Kress, 2000; Horn, 1926; Otto & McMenemy; 1966, Rinsland, 1945

High-Frequency Words Matter



Automaticity + Prosody = Fluency

Automaticity - the ability to recognize words automatically 
and effortlessly

Prosody - the rhythm, stress, intonation of speech

Fluency - the ability to read smoothly



UCSD 
Course

Register Here!

bit.ly/courseatucsd

Scan to register!

Course Description:

This course is designed to equip practicing 

educators with the essential knowledge and 

skills needed to effectively teach and support 

the reading and language development of 

adolescents. Participants will delve into the 

foundational principles of literacy instruction, 

exploring the intersection of linguistics and 

pedagogy in the context of adolescent 

learners.

 

Instructor: 

Dr. Jenny French

 

Developer of Foundational Reading & Linguistics at 

ThinkCERCA

Foundational Reading Director at ThinkCERCA, 

experienced literacy coach, former assistant 

superintendent, teacher, and author of, Help! My 

Students Write Like They Text. 

Personalized Cohort Options 
Available!

We're offering  you a 
discount for our UCSD 
course! 
➔ Code “FRIEND” for 

BOGO
➔ Code READING35 for 

35% off the course
➔ Email Jackie directly at: 

jkaminsky@thinkcerca.
com with the code.

https://extendedstudies.ucsd.edu/courses-and-programs/foundational-reading-and-linguistics-for-teachers-of-adolescents
https://bit.ly/courseatucsd


Get in 
touch!

Current Partners
Contact your School Success Manager. 
UCSD Course

Podcast

User Feedback

New to ThinkCERCA?
Schedule a demo during a time that fits with your 
schedule. 

https://info.thinkcerca.com/ucsd1
https://open.spotify.com/show/334rRAw4uiolGifNtFrP2t
https://forms.gle/ikjaYcpCYyhn1tWm6


Appendix 



GETTING STARTED

Pre-Assessment
1 Test : 3 Parts

Phonology
If score is below 
80%, begin with 
FRL Units 1-17. If 
score is 80% or 
higher, continue 
with Pre-Test : 
Syntax

Phonemic 
Awareness
If score is below 80%, 
begin with CERCA 
Sounds. If score is 
80% or higher, 
continue with 
Pre-Test 2: Phonology

Syntax

If score is below 80%, 
begin with FRL Unit 1, 
then Units 6-17. If score 
is 80% or higher, begin 
with Unit 1, then move 
to Unit 11-18. 

CERCASounds FRL Units 1-17 FRL Units 1, 6-17

FRL Units 
1, 11-18



1 

2 3 

A Linguistics Approach 



Retake Skills Lesson
Regular progress monitoring through 
practice and quizzes occur, followed by 
a post-test measures overall student 
growth.

Reteach w/ Offline Lesson 
(if needed)
If a student receives lower than an 80% on the 
lesson quiz, teachers should reteach the skill 
using the offline lesson plan and resources 
available in the Teacher Guide. 

Monitor
Teachers monitor data for student 
mastery. 

Pre-Assessment
Students begin with a pre-test which 
guides their entry point into the program 
and determines which foundational 
lessons they need. 

Skills Lesson 
Lessons follow a micro to macro scope & 
sequence. Audio support on all activities 
included. 

Reading Foundations Program
Program Sequence

2 Min Video
Animated instructional video to 
frontload the concept by using 
visual and audio support. 

Optional Reading Passage
Additional, nonfiction reading passages are 
available for students so that they can see the 
skill just learned embedded in a grade level 
text.



Resources

● DIBELS
○ ORF (oral reading 

fluency)
○ Maze (comprehension)

https://dibels.uoregon.edu/materials/dibels


➜ Designer, Dr. Jennifer French, Nationally Recognized District 
Leader and Literacy Expert; Certified IDA Reviewer

➜ Primary & Secondary Teachers (Orton Gillingham Certified)

➜ Middle and High School Literacy Coaches (Orton Gillingham 
Certified)

➜ University of California San Diego (University Partner for 
Professional Learning and Accreditation)

➜ Indiana University Linguistics Program

Development Contributions & 
Input from Experts (Science of Reading)



Before School

Options for Implementation

1

Accelerated Reading 
Foundations Course5After School2

W.I.N. Period (What I Need)3

Saturday School4

Integrated Writing

Core Content Integration

6

7

Link to Schedules

https://hubs.ly/Q021v0pH0


➜ Rhonda May (District 49 Colorado) Special Education Director “One of my goals with bringing this program in was to make 
teachers' lives easier.”

➜ Samantha Antcliff (District 49 Colorado) Sped Teacher"I would love to do all I can to help this initiative as I truly believe it is so 
beneficial to students and teachers…Since we have started a unit this semester after seeing the benefits of utilizing thinkCERCA more 
strategically, there are so many activities that are not online that go with this unit. That is why it looks like there is a drop in usage, 
however, we work on this unit Mondays and Wednesday every week. I love all of the resources and activities for the longer units. We 
are loving this program and are so grateful to have it at our disposal. Thank you!"

➜ Elizabeth Talafuse (District 49 Colorado) Special Education teacher “This program has definitely made my life easier! It provides 
a structured curriculum that targets learning needs better than I can on my own…this foundational reading is connecting to their 
level!!! “

➜ Karen Villatoro (Clark County School District): "The integration of ThinkCERCA in our classrooms has demonstrated exceptional 
support for our emergent bilinguals and their academic success."

What Educators Are Saying about 
Foundational Reading and Linguistics



GETTING STARTED

Monitor Results
Via Class Planner Via Reports

https://learn.thinkcerca.com/teacher/classes
https://learn.thinkcerca.com/teacher/reporting


Skills Lesson 



Teacher Guide



Fluency Passage



Additional Reading Practice



NEW FEATURE

Immersive Reader Integration
● Text-to-Speech
● Customizable fonts, 

colors, and line spacing
● Picture dictionary for 

every word
● Translation to native 

language
● Syllable highlighting
● Parts of Speech
● Focus mode with line 

focus features



    18 units 

5 lessons per unit 

100 days of instruction 

45 minute lessons

Student-facing 

Little to no teacher 
prep

Self-paced

Entire offline 
curriculum and 

resources to 
supplement online or 

use for Tier 3

Spiral review 

Regular progress 
monitoring through 

practice, quizzes, and a 

Pre-assessment 
determines entry point 

Data reporting

Reading Foundations 
Program Components



Tour Platform



Implementation Support

Each unit is designed to work in a variety 
of implementation models and outlined 
in a weekly description for a 20, 45, or 90 

minute format. 



Scope & Sequence

● Why Secondary 
Foundational Reading? 

● Where does it fit?
● Assessment Access
● Lesson Sequence Access
● Click Here to Download 

https://hubs.ly/Q021R6qJ0


N E W   F E A T U R E S   I N   2 0 2 3

Individual Student Reports



Foundational Reading Program
Program Support

Audio support available 
on all lessons and texts using 

human reader

Professional development for 
all staff available



# 1
How do you integrate foundational literacy 
principles and the science of reading for 
grades 6-12? 

What strategies do you find most effective for 
enhancing student comprehension and 
engagement at these levels?



# 3
Our school had a lot of students this year who 
were new to the country and new to the English 
language. Do you have any suggestions for 
supporting acquisition of language for middle 
school students who enter our classrooms with 
no exposure to English? How can we set 
reasonable goals and expectations for these 
students in learning how to read / spell and write / 
use academic language?



# 3
What are the 3 easiest and effective SOR 
strategies that content-area teachers (grades 
9-12) can immediately implement into their 
teaching pedagogy?



# 4
Do you have any recommendations for 
progress monitoring assessments in high 
school? Most assessments (e.g., DIBELS, 
Acadience, etc.) seem to only go up to 6th 8th 
grade. 



# 5
Where can I find models or research around 
diagnostic and progress monitoring best practices 
for middle and high school? Almost all of the 
research and examples I find are for elementary, 
and my main job as a TOSA is to support tier 3 
intervention at the middle and high schools in our 
district. I want to make sure the recommendations I 
make and the resources I develop are based in 
sound research and practice, but I've been 
struggling to find that information.


